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Dear Berkeley Heights Public School Community, 

Scott McKinney 

Assistant Superintendent 

I am writing to update you on recent developments concerning the COVID-19 coronavirus. 

First, we have not received any new written guidance from the New Jersey DOE or DOH. The 
most recent guidance we have is dated February 2 and remains posted on our website. It is worth 
reviewing this document, as well as the resources available at the CDC website on COVID-19. 
Some of the steps that parents can take to help reduce the spread of any illness is to reinforce 
with your child(ren) the importance of practicing good hand hygiene and also to keep your 
child(ren) home from school if they are sick, especially with a fever._ If your child or members of 
your immediate family have recently traveled to a part of the world (South Korea, northern Italy, 
China, Iran, etc.) that is currently experiencing higher rates of infection, please contact your 
child's school nurse to discuss their status. As a district, we will adjust our attendance policies 
for students who may be ill or have traveled recently to ensure that we are being flexible and 
erring on the side of not penalizing students for their absences if those absences are warranted 
under the circumstances. Our custodial and maintenance teams continue to use disinfectant on a 
nightly basis to clean surfaces in classrooms, common spaces, and buses. 

Second, over the past month, our school administrators and supervisors have been working with 
staff members to plan for a potential school closure. These plans include the curation of online 
resources, measures to ensure that we are able to communicate with students, families, and staff 
while running core district operations, and other steps. It is important to recognize that it is not 
possible for us to duplicate all aspects of schooling in a remote or online learning context. 
However, our intention is that--if, in the event we must close school--we try to carry on as best 
we can the learning process for students. The Department of Education will not allow us to close 
school preemptively and conduct school online in order to fulfill the 180-day school year 
requirement, so we will react to the developments that may warrant a school closure as they 
happen with respect to school days and the school year. 

Thank you for your consideration and attention to these matters. I know that children may be 
concerned or upset by current events like these. We will continue to operate schools as normal 
and of course we have counseling staff available to students who may be anxious or worried 
about COVID-19. Please contact your child's counselor or principal if you think s/he would 
benefit from additional support. 

I will communicate additional information to you as I receive it. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=19603&PageID=1

